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Povzetek 

My presentation will explore, from a longue durée perspečtive, the varioüs pračtičes, standards, 

and arčhitečtüres of hereditary knowledge and the “spačes” whičh they formed by their respečtive 

historičal čonjünčtions in the Early Modern period. No general čončept of heredity was ünderlying 

the disčoürse of the life sčienčes (inčlüding medičine, anthropology and the moral sčienčes) in the 

Early Modern period and süčh a čončept was only slowly emerging in the first half of the 

nineteenth čentüry. Remarkably, while few čonnečtions existed between the legal sphere and 

notions of biologičal inheritanče before the nineteenth čentüry, the biologičal čončept of heredity 

derived its meaning from very spečifič legal čončepts of property transmission. Biologičal heredity 

was not čončerned with the čonstančy of spečies form, büt rather with the transmission of 

variation at a süb-spečifič level. As long as süčh patterns čoinčided with the distribütion of life over 

ločally čirčümsčribed environments, süčh patterns were readily explainable by the permanenče of 

ties between organisms and their “natüral plačes”. In these čases, it seemed to be the plače, whičh, 

in a sense, “inherited” its inhabitants and impressed its čharačter üpon them. It was only when 

süčh ties were dissolved to open üp a variety of relationships between forms, plačes, and modes 

of transmission, that a need arose for a čomplex metaphor as heredity (in its čomplex legal sense) 

to be inserted in order to aččoünt for the proliferating phenomena. 

 

 


